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INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY

Through the door way of a hospital room we see our 
protagonist, ALEX, sat on a chair.

He’s facing someone who is lying in a hospital bed, we don’t 
see this persons face, the door frame blocks our view. Alex 
holds this person’s hand.

EXT. STREETS - NIGHT

ALEX walks home, the orange lights illuminate his path as he 
steps exhaustively along his way

INT. ALEX’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

ALEX lies in bed, eyes closed, trying to sleep. 

INT. ALEX’S BATHROOM - MORNING

ALEX stands brushing his teeth

MONTAGE

These four scenes repeat one after the other, over and over 
again, each appearing briefer and quicker than the last. We 
flicker through several days of ALEX’s life until...

CUT TO:

INT. BATHROOM - MORNING

ALEX stands, hands on the sink, looking down at the floor. 
Out of breath and out of energy. He takes a deep breath and 
looks up into the mirror. 

We see his eyes, tired, hurt, pained. He’s hurting on the 
inside and he has barely slept.

CUT TO:

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY

ALEX is looking down at the ground, the hospital sound drones 
on around him. But it all gets drowned out when the voice of 
the person he visits speaks out to him.

GRANDPA
Alex? You OK?

His attention is caught, the sounds vanish. He turns his 
attention to his GRANDFATHER. 



ALEX
Yeah, I’m fine. Just not been 
sleeping right

ALEX rubs his eyes. His grandfather sits up.

GRANDPA
You been dreaming OK though?

ALEX looks at his GRANDPA confused. He tilts his head to the 
side but doesn’t say anything

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
What did you dream about last 
night? 

ALEX looks away from him. He sighs.

ALEX
I haven’t dreamt in at least 2 
months

GRANDPA stares at him, confused, almost offended at the idea 
of not dreaming.

GRANDPA
You’ve got to dream, that’s the 
whole point of sleep. Even if you 
have 1 hour of sleeping that gives 
you an hour of dreaming to go with 
it.

ALEX looks back at his GRANDFATHER

ALEX
I just can’t relax, you know, given 
the circumstances

He gestures towards the apparatus keeping his GRANDFATHER 
alive. 

GRANDPA
I’ll tell you what. I’ll lend you 
some of my dream tonight.

ALEX raises his eyebrow, confusion furrows on his face> 
GRANDPA points towards a notepad on the bedside table, ALEX 
passes him it in a pen. He writes the word dream on a piece 
of paper and shows it to ALEX. He then tears it in half and 
reaches out half to give his grandson. 

ALEX reaches for it, GRANDPA pulls his hand back slightly

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
One condition

ALEX nods
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GRANDPA (CONT’D)
We’re going to share a dream. So 
promise me, you’ll come find me?

ALEX looks him in the eyes.

ALEX
I promise

GRANDPA smiles and hands the piece of paper over to ALEX who 
takes it, folds it and places it in his pocket

GRANDPA
Put it under your pillow tonight

GRANDPA starts to cough heavily, he tries to get the words 
out in amongst his choking

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
Think of me, kiss the paper, put it 
under your pillow and dream

ALEX nods and takes his GRANDFATHERS hand as he has a 
coughing fit.

EXT. STREET - NIGHT

ALEX walks home, slightly more positive than previously.

INT. ALEX’S BATHROOM - NIGHT

He brushes his teeth

INT. ALEX’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

ALEX sits up, holding the piece of paper. He closes his eyes 
and takes a deep breath. Still with his eyes closed he brings 
in the paper to his mouth and kisses it briefly. He pulls it 
away and then takes another breath before opening his eyes. 
He turns and lifts the corner of his pillow and places the 
paper underneath.

He rests his head down and closes his eyes.

Multi-coloured lights illuminate his face. The colours fade 
in and out. ALEX opens his eyes.

CUT TO:

INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT

ALEX sits up to find himself in his hallway, which has been 
decorated with several Christmas fairy lights, completely 
filling the walls with colour and wonder. 
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He looks around confused. He looks at the pillow on the 
ground where his head had been resting and takes the piece of 
paper out. 

He unfolds it to find the words I’m at the beach written on 
it. 

ALEX stands up and walks through the lights towards his front 
door. He opens the door and steps out and plummets. A splash 
of water is heard.

CUT TO:

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The water laps the shore. The tide is in. Out of the water 
ALEX drags himself. He’s drenched and visibly unhappy and 
confused. He walks up onto the shore and looks around. He 
sees in the distance a beach house. He walks towards it.

INT. BEACH HOUSE - DAY

ALEX sits in a chair with a cup of hot tea and a towel 
wrapped around himself. The door opens, he looks towards it. 
In walks GRANDPA. ALEX looks at him and puts his cup down and 
stands up. They both look toward one another. Before smiling 
and hugging 

GRANDPA
What took you so long?

ALEX 
I had to learn to swim

CUT TO:

INT. BEACH HOUSE - DAY

ALEX and his GRANDFATHER sit together in the beach houses 
living room. GRANDPA takes an hourglass out of his pocket, he 
turns it upside down to restart it and places it on the 
table.

ALEX
What’s that?

GRANDPA
It’s how long I have left 

ALEX looks at the hourglass and then back to his GRANDPA. He 
stutters and nervously speaks

ALEX
Until...you...
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GRANDPA
Until I wake up.

A wave of reassurance washes over ALEX. He sips his tea to 
steady his nerve. 

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
We should go for a hike

ALEX pulls the cup away from himself and puts at the 
hourglass

ALEX
We’re on the beach, won’t get to a 
hill in time

GRANDPA stands up. Smiling

GRANDPA
Yeah we will

He offers his hand to ALEX, who hesitates before putting down 
his cup and taking his GRANDFATHERS hand.

EXT. HOUSE IN THE HILLS - DAY

ALEX and GRANDPA step out the house. ALEX looks around him 
confused. 

ALEX
We were on the beach

GRANDPA looks towards him and raises an eyebrow in a “do you 
get it yet?” manner. 

ALEX realizes.

ALEX (CONT’D)
Oh yeah, dream

EXT. VALLEYS - DAY

GRANDPA and ALEX hike up slowly. Along the way they find an 
old office chair. GRANDPA walks over to it and pokes it.

GRANDPA
We should take it with us

ALEX
Why?

GRANDPA
So we can sit in it once we reach 
the top

CUT TO:
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EXT. VALLEYS - DAY

GRANDPA and ALEX continue to hike up the hill still, ALEX 
dragging the office chair behind him. GRANDPA stops them for 
a second, he takes out a polaroid camera and takes a photo of 
the both of them with the chair

EXT. HILLTOP - DAY

GRANDPA sits on the office chair over looking the world 
below. ALEX sits on the floor opposite him. 

GRANDPA
When I die, don’t bury me

ALEX looks up at him. 

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
Cremate me, bring me here. Let me 
spend every night looking at the 
stars

ALEX adjusts his seating position.

ALEX
And spread your ashes?

GRANDPA
Oh heavens no, I’d be all over the 
place. No dig a hole and bury my 
urn. Leave the top uncovered so I 
can the sky. That’s all I need

ALEX smiles and nods then looks away from GRANDPA. He look in 
the distance and his smile inverts.

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
How you enjoying the dream? 

ALEX looks back to his GRANDFATHER

ALEX
It’s nice yeah, peaceful. You 
should share yours more often

GRANDPA
It’s a one time deal I’m afraid

ALEX looks towards the floor, he knows what his GRANDFATHER 
is getting at. 

ALEX
That hourglass, how longs left?

GRANDPA turns his attention away from his view and toward 
ALEX. 
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He stands up and takes the hourglass out of his pocket and 
places it onto the ground in front of him. It’s three 
quarters of the way done

GRANDPA
Not long

ALEX looks at the hourglass.

ALEX
Is there nothing you can do, make 
the time last longer?

GRANDPA nods his head from side to side to indicate he can’t. 
He goes to sit back in his chair and look over the view 
again. 

He sits peacefully, watching. He starts to cough a little but 
manages to stop himself

ALEX looks towards him then back to the hourglass. He walks 
over to it and kneels down and picks it up. 

GRANDPA
Alex

ALEX looks towards his grandpa who is staring out over his 
view still.

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
Don’t delay the inevitable.

ALEX
Granddad...

GRANDPA swivels the chair around to face ALEX. He’s happy

GRANDPA
Just let it go.

ALEX puts it back down on the ground and stands up, he walks 
over to his GRANDFATHER. GRANDPA stands up too once ALEX is 
directly in front of him. They hug. Both tear up. They stop 
hugging for a second. 

GRANDPA (CONT’D)
Just let me be happy that the last 
thing I did was share this with you

They hug again
GRANDPA starts to hum a tune, whilst they hug.

ALEX watches the hourglasses finish pouring out of the corner 
of his eye. 

GRANDPA continues to hum his tune. 
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ALEX
Goodbye Grandpa

His GRANDFATHER smiles and keeps humming. 

CUT TO:

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

ALEX wakes up, he sits up in bed, a tear running down his 
cheek. He takes the piece of paper out from under his pillow. 
He finds that the paper is now a Polaroid photograph. The one 
GRANDPA took in his dream.

He stares at it and smiles

THE END
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